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SHARK TAGGING AND MONITORING NETWORK 

509. Mr D.J. KELLY to the Premier: 

On behalf of the member for Mandurah, I acknowledge the students and staff from the North Mandurah Primary 
School who are in the public gallery today. 

I refer to the cancellation of further shark tagging and the defunding of the shark monitoring network and to the 
government’s own SharkSmart website, which states — 

The Shark Monitoring Network is providing vital public safety warnings that may help save 
Western Australian lives. 

(1) How much money is the Premier saving by cutting funds from further shark tagging and the shark 
monitoring network? 

(2) Is this decision to cut funding the final confirmation that the more than $1 million that the government 
spent on the shark cull would have been better spent on science-based options such as the successful 
shark tagging program? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

(1)–(2) There has never been a shark cull policy—ever. That program was about taking and destroying large 
sharks that were seen as a threat. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the second time, and member for Girrawheen for 
the first time. We are starting to get the wall of noise. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There have been 21 fatalities from shark attacks in the past 100 years in 
Western Australia. There have been 11 fatalities in the past 11 years. Half of them occurred in the past decade—
in fact, seven in a three-year period. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: So why are you de-funding the shark net? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am trying to answer the member’s question; he should just wait. 

The government, in response, and subject to a lot of criticism, has spent something like $28 million on shark 
mitigation. The major expenditure and the most effective program has been the $14.8 million spent on aerial 
patrols along metropolitan beaches over extended time periods and in the south west. That is the program that 
has been effective. 

Mr M. McGowan: It has been around for a long time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, it has not. Helicopters were introduced by this government. South west patrols were 
introduced by this government. Members opposite should be quiet and listen. 

Also, $1.2 million has been allocated to surf lifesaving clubs to upgrade their equipment; that has been 
important. We have set aside $8 million for fisheries, which included the program the member referred to; 
$0.8 million has been dedicated to beach enclosures; $1.9 million has been spent on eight separate research 
projects; and $1.3 million was spent on the drum line program that the member referred to. The member can use 
the term “culling” but it was not culling. If it was culling, it would have been far more. 

Mr D.J. Kelly: It would have actually killed the shark. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: A number of sharks were killed. The government ceased that program. 

Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr P.C. Tinley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No wonder the Leader of the Opposition cannot fill his shadow cabinet; people probably 
do not want to join it, the way you behave. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: There are seven or eight research programs, some of which research projects have been 
completed while others continue. We have done a great deal of research on sharks and shark behaviour. With 
regard to the shark tagging program, 660 sharks have been tagged, including 200 great whites. The program was 
scheduled to run for two years and it has been completed. That is enough sharks to monitor shark behaviour. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: Who is doing the monitoring? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The monitoring will continue, but the tagging program has been completed. Six hundred 
and sixty is a large sample. They will continue to be monitored, and that is giving us a lot of information on 
shark behaviour. It has been successful. 

Mr P.C. Tinley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The monitoring of those 660 sharks will continue and be maintained. Further sharks will 
be tagged when the opportunity arises. The two-year research program was completed. It does not go on 
indefinitely. The sample of 660 sharks, including 200 great whites, is more than sufficient to continue to monitor 
shark behaviour. No government has addressed the shark threat in Western Australia to the extent that this 
government has. 
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